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❁ Book:

Easy to read - lots to learn



❁ My Personal Philosophy

Libraries are

Museums are

Genealogy Societies are

Cemeteries are

Old Photo Albums are

The Internet is



❁ Online Realities

Internet & Google Limitations

Need to be realistic about online tools.

Only a fraction of your family history is online.

Conventional family records are essential.

Note:  This overview section is not covered in Dan Lynch’s book.



❁ Internet in Perspective

Lots Of Resources Hold Clues About Your Family History

The Internet is simply another resource

All These Diverse Resources Complement One Another

GENEALOGY RESOURCES



❁ Google Search in Perspective

Google’s ‘bots’ only parse standard web pages.
Online databases generate web pages ‘on the fly’.

Google Only Indexes Part Of The Internet

GOOGLE SEARCHES ONLY
STANDARD WEB PAGES

INTERNET

GENEALOGY RESOURCES

GOOGLE CAN’T SEARCH
INSIDE DATABASES



❁ Use All Your Available Resources

Internet works together with traditional resources

1948
Lamar, Colorado

1928
Prescott, Arizona

Photo Located Online at

Sharlot Hall Museum
Prescott, Arizona 86301
www.sharlot.org/archives

Photo From

Routh Family
Collection



❁ Overview Recap

Be Realistic About The Internet
Internet only contains a fraction of your family info

Google Only Indexes Part Of The Internet
Google can’t search inside private databases

Diverse Resources Complement One Another
Use all your resources for maximum results

Internet & Google Limitations



❁ Part II - Google Search Basics

Founded 1998 by Larry Page & Sergey Brin



❁ Google Home Pages in Europe

click here

Sweden

France

Ireland

Germany



❁ Collection of Google Tools

Google is innovative and diverse

click here

Constant feature & functionality upgrades

All Free!

All O
ver the World



❁ Basic Google Search Tools www.google.com

Basic Google features useful for Genealogy

     Construct accurate search syntax
Discover images related to our research

     Look at your ancestors’ geography
 Gold nuggets found in historic old books

  Search and translate foreign language sites



❁ Google For The Genealogist

What genealogists can expect to find using Google

 Local and period history enriches family knowledge
 Discover others researching your family
 Read old history texts and discover library books

  Learn more about ancestor’s time and place

Word cloud by:  www.wordle.net



❁ Finding Exactly What You Seek

John Evans
1814-1897

 Find information about Evans’ early Colorado railroad investment activities.

Avoid other parts of his career.

Word cloud by:  www.wordle.net
Generated from colorado.gov biography



❁ Narrowing A Search For Best Results

Keyword Search Syntax:

“john evans”  (quotes) Exact phrase must exist
  1865..1875  (two periods) Date range returns only inclusive dates
+ operator  (plus) Required keyword must exist in result
– operator (minus) Exclude all that contain keyword
 operator  (tilde) Returns synonyms and related words

 No operator  Keyword is desired, but not mandatory

This John Evans search returned 111 quality results:

colorado.gov
denvergov.org
rockymountainnews.com
coloradofreemasons.org
bcn.boulder.co.us
co-files.biofiles.us

archive.org
books.google.com
denverastrosociety.org
memoriallibrary.com
midcontinent.org
archden.org

“john evans” 1865..1875 +moffat +byers railroad investment denver pacific



❁ 111 Quality Evans Railroad Results 1865-1875

investors

Railway
Business

business
Railway

1870

1867  1868

1869

1869

1868

“john evans” 1865..1875 +moffat +byers railroad investment denver pacific



❁ Always Check Image Results

Same search may find useful images

“john evans” +moffat railroad denver pacific



❁ Image Search - Geography & History

Images enhance understanding

Search Images:  “Ironing day”  “sad iron”



❁ Image Search - Leads to Even More Sites

Follow links to new information

nps.gov

santafetrailsearch.com

jeffreysmithhistory.com lewiscandclarktrail.com

flickr.com

jacksongov.org

native-sons-daughters.org

missouricanoe.org

Search Images:  “fort osage”  “missouri”



❁ Adjust Search Syntax - Improve Results

Examine search results - improve your search

Objective:  Info about my gg-Grandfather Search: “isaac routh”

Its tempting to just eliminate unwanted keywords:

Results:  233 items   (but still lots of unwanted junk)

 “isaac routh” -joseph -singer -facebook -ohio  missouri



❁ Date Range Perfect For Historic Search

Ancestor & history searches well suited to date range

Results:  233 items   (but still lots of unwanted junk)

Results:  25 items - all my gg-Grandfather Rev. Isaac Routh  (perfect!)

“www  =  who, when, where” Dan M. Lynch

 “isaac routh” -joseph -singer -facebook -ohio  missouri

 “isaac routh” 1805..1895  missouri



❁ Finding That Obscure Ancestor

Seeking everything you can find about obscure person

Results:  35 items, all the right person

Search:  “lynchburg adams”  1804..1890  missouri



❁ Google Books - Family History Gold Mine

Genealogy “Gold Nuggets”

Google Books Search :  “lynchburg adams”

http://books.google.com



❁ Google Books ‘Tag Cloud’ Index

Cloud search on each book’s Overview page



❁ Google Books Library Partners

15 million books current phase - 50 million planned

Columbia University

Cornell University

Harvard University

Michigan University

N.Y. Public Library

Princeton University

Stanford University

University of Texas

University of Wisconsin

University of Virginia

U.S. Libraries

Bavarian State Library, Germany

Catalonia Nat. Library, Spain

Ghent University, Belgium

Keio University, Japan

Oxford Bodleian Library, U.K.

University of Madrid, Spain

Univ. of Lausanne, Switzerland

World Libraries

 http://booksearch.blogspot.com
Google Books team blog:



❁ RECAP - Google Search Basics

Carefully constructed search syntax improves results
Learn to use the basic keyword operators

Google Images are great for history and geography
Jump into Images occasionally to discover useful graphics

Google Books are a Gold Mine for Genealogists
Visit often and try lots of different searches

“ john evans”  (quotes) Exact phrase must exist
1865..1875   (two periods) Date range returns only inclusive dates
 + operator  (plus) Required keyword must exist in result
 – operator  (minus) Exclude all that contain keyword
 ~ operator  (tilde) Returns synonyms and related words
 No operator Keyword is desired, but not mandatory



❁ Part III - Beyond the Basics

“Wonders of Google

1. SITE:  Limiting your search to a single domain
Search only RootsWeb, Eastman, etc.

2. Google Maps
Many useful features for Genealogists

3. Foreign language translation searching
Find and translate foreign web resources into English



❁ SITE: Searching Inside Single Domain

Powerful way to get exact results from one source

Objective:  Search only content within a single web service

site:eogn.com  “colleen fitzpatrick”

Dick Eastman’s Blog  -  39 articles about Colleen Fitzpatrick



❁ Understanding Domain Names

Essential structure for Internet navigation

DOMAIN NAME:
High level identifier of company or entity, used in URL address
to facilitate Internet routing.

ancestry.com

rootsweb.com

colorado.edu

google.com

virginia.gov

Domain
search.ancestry.com  -  rootsweb.ancestry.com

listsearches.rootsweb.com  -  resources.rootsweb.com

cumuseum.colorado.edu  -  art.colorado.edu

images.google.com  -  books.google.com

www.doe.virginia.gov  -  www.lva.virginia.gov

Various server addresses within domain

Dept of Education Library of Virginia



❁ SITE: Searching Inside Single Domain

Find information from a single specific source

Objective:  Get quality results from Kansas Historical Society    www.kshs.org

site:kshs.org  ~russia  german  volga

Kansas State Historical Society  -  65 items about Germans from Russia in Kansas



❁ SITE: Searching in Rootsweb.com

Rich genealogy finds in Rootsweb’s massive collection

Ancestry has been migrating old Rootsweb to modern servers

1,090 resultssite:rootsweb.ancestry.com  sisco  michigan

99 resultssite:rootsweb.com  sisco  michigan



❁ My Rootsweb Search Success

SITE: searching inside Rootsweb solved my brickwall

Objective:  Looking for Charles Lamle  b. 1870

My Grandfather’s youngest brother:

 1900 Census in Cripple Creek/Victor
 Single - Rio Grande Smelters
 Died of Typhoid, 14 Oct 1901
 Paonia, Delta Co.

 K.O.T.M.  -  B.M. & S.M.U. No. 106

site:rootsweb.ancestry.com  lamle  colorado



❁ Google Maps Street View

Street View lets you look around

Preparing for our first visit
to Salt Lake City FHL

Entrance to $5/day parking lot

Front of Family History Library

3 block satellite view downtown Salt lake City



❁ Many Google Map Features

Study your ancestor’s geography

Terrain Map of Same Area

Missouri River Bottoms Near Independence, MO

=  Adams Ancestors



❁ Google Map Photos - Mulsum Germany

North Sea

Bremerhaven

Cuxhaven

Mulsum

Germany

Denmark



❁ Mulsum Germany Scenery

Numerous Google discoveries

German language searches located local
Mulsum photographer Norbert Arndt.

Photos by Norbert Arndt
Google Maps Image

Mulsum Village  -  Dates from 100 B.C.



❁ Google Language Translation Tools
http://www.google.com/language_tools

1

2

3



❁ Google Language Translation Search

Search returns two columns - One English one German

1



❁ Image Search in German

German Google Image Search

 http://images.google.de



❁ Let Google Translate Entire Page

Different content in English and foreign language Wikipedia

http://en.wikipedia.com http://de.wikipedia.com

3



❁ Let Google Translate Entire Page

What a wonderful find!
And, reading it in English...



❁ RECAP - Beyond the Basics

“Wonders of Google

1. SITE:  Powerful tool for genealogy research
Way to narrow search to RootsWeb, Eastman, etc.

2. Google Maps
Many useful features for Genealogists

3. Foreign language translation opens new doors
Find info on ancestors in the ‘old country’



❁ Further Google Help Online

Online GoogleGuide is packed with good instructions
www.googleguide.com/crafting_queries.html



❁ QUESTIONS?

Germany

INTERNET
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