WILL TERMINOLOGY AND PROBATE PROCEDURE 
WILL TERMINOLOGY

1.  ADMINISTRATOR:   Person appointed by court to administrate an intestate estate.  Female administrator is called “Administratrix.”

2.  AGENT:  Person authorized by a Principal to carry out certain actions.

3.  BENEFICIARY:  Person named in will to receive estate assets.

4.  BEQUEATH:  Give personal property by will.

5.  CHATTEL:  Personal property.

6.  CODICIL:  Formally executed change or addition to will.

7.  DECEDENT:  A deceased person.  

8.  DEVISE:  Give real estate by will.

9.  DOMICILE:  Geographical location that a person considers as his “permanent home.”

10. ESTATE:  All of a person’s real estate and personal property.

11. EXECUTION:  Signing or carrying out terms of a document or agreement.

12. EXECUTOR:  Person nominated by will and appointed by court to administer a testate estate.

13. HEIR:  Person who inherits property outside of will.

14. HOLOGRAPHIC WILL:  A completely handwritten will.

15. INTESTATE:  Not having a will.

16. ISSUE:  Descendants

17. NUNCUPATIVE WILL:  An oral will declared by a Testator during last illness and later reduced to writing.

18. PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE:  Another term used for both “Executor” and “Administrator.”

19. PRINCIPAL:  Person who authorizes another to act in his place.

20. PROBATE:  Legal process to “prove” the validity of a will; also includes the legal process to administrate the estate of a Decedent.

21. RESIDENCE:  Geographical location where a person lives or resides.

22. SURETY:  Financial guarantee, or the person who gives such a guarantee.

23. TESTATE:  Having a will.

24. TESTATOR:  Maker of a will.  Female Testator is called “Testatrix.”

25. WILL (or LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT):  A person’s legal declaration as to the disposition of his property to take effect after his death.

PROBATE PROCEDURE

1.  Will is “lodged” (filed) with court after Decedent’s death.

2.  Court determines validity of will.

3.  Whether or not Decedent has a will, Court appoints Executor / Administrator (Personal Representative) upon application to Court.

4.  Executor / Administrator (Personal Representative):


(a) finds and collects estates assets;


(b) prepares estate inventory;


(c) pays claims and creditors of estate;


(d) distributes remaining estate assets to Heirs / Beneficiaries;


(e) reports to Court that estate administration is completed.

5.  Court closes the estate.
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