TRACING YOUR ANCESTORS’ FOOTSTEPS  -
FOLLOWING THEIR MIGRATION ROUTES ON MAPS
[image: image1.emf]
by
 Marylee Hagen
for
Columbine Genealogy & Historical Society

April 14, 2009 
 The migration paths in my ancestors' lives are the ones created from their unique records.  I had to search for clues found in documents, family, county, town, & church history books, bibles, libraries, newspapers, railroad books, interviews, photos, and online sites to try and find evidence.  Then I applied the knowledge I obtained in my research to find the best possible migration paths.  I will show some of the ones my ancestors could have taken during their traveling -  using time periods in our history.  These will include traveling by foot, boat, steamship, barge, covered wagon, and train. 
      I will be following my Norwegian grandfather and three Irish great-grandparents, from their homelands, over the ocean to America.  Then I will take them, along with a great-grandmother born in the Boston area, across the United States to where they finally settled in South Dakota. 

   Immigrant Processing Centers for New York City

Ellis Island, Castle Garden, Barge Office

· Prior to 1855 - There was no central processing center. The passengers got off the ship onto whatever wharf they had landed on in Manhattan. (They were recorded on passenger arrival lists beginning in 1820.)

· Aug. 1, 1855 - April 18, 1890 - Castle Garden - located on the south-west tip of Manhattan in Battery Park.

· April 19, 1890 - Dec. 31, 1891 - Barge Office - located on the south-east tip of
     Manhattan.
· Jan. 1, 1892 - June 13, 1897 - Ellis Island - the ships landed at Manhattan and the passengers were ferried over to the island for processing.  Generally, only steerage passengers went to Ellis Island for inspection.  Most of the first and second class passengers were allowed to leave the ship soon after docking.  (All passengers were listed on the ship manifest - passenger list.)  

· June 14, 1897 - the building on Ellis Island was destroyed by fire, so immigrants had to use the Barge Office again.  (The records were NOT lost in the fire.)

· Dec. 17, 1900 - Dec. 31, 1924 - Ellis Island was used again.

· After 1924 prospective immigrants were pre-inspected at US embassies overseas.  At the port of arrival, before leaving the ship, they were inspected again. 
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The National Road (U.S. Route 40 today) construction began in Cumberland,
Maryland in 1811. (It closely paralleled the military road opened in 1754-55 by  Washington and Braddock.)  It was surfaced with layers of small rock and gravel.  It reached Vandalia, Illinois in 1830.  Travelers could go west over the Allegheny Mountains then.  Uniontown was the headquarters for major stagecoach lines.   
          In the 1850's technology changed the way people traveled.  Steam locomotive and railroads were being perfected.  There was construction of a series of locks and dams between Pittsburgh and Brownsville. The Baltimore & Ohio Railroad
arrived in Cumberland from Baltimore and allowed passengers to transfer from

train to coach to Brownsville.  There they could transfer to steamboats to Pittsburgh and points beyond.  Now passengers could take advantage of a three-phase transportation system to travel west!
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