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INTRODUCTION

Family Tree Maker software has the ability to interface with the Internet to retrieve database information from Ancestry.com to speed up your research. A home subscription with Ancestry.com is required for this great feature to work properly. A broadband connection is highly recommended, but not necessary. A broadband connection increases the speed of bringing the images (census reports, military documents, directories, passenger lists) to your screen in seconds versus minutes depending on your modem. Cable, DSL or satellite services provide different broadband connections to the Internet. If you have multiple computers, a router is recommended to allow access to the Internet and give additional Internet protection.

If you don’t have a subscription to Ancestry.com, but can use the Ancestry Library Edition at a local library, the same options mentioned below can be used, but not connected to the FTM software. More information on users without an Ancestry subscription or using earlier versions of FTM software is listed on the last page.

Users need to enter the ancestor’s key vital dates and locations information for the Web Search Results to work effectively. If you don’t have complete dates or unknown dates and locations, the web search will still work, but will give you more results to review. The more information users enter on dates and location on each ancestor, the more likely the results will be the preferred ones. There are several tips listed below in minimizing the search results from Ancestry.com’s databases.

FAMILY VIEW SCREEN

The family view screen allows users to select four major Internet options for researching ancestors. As shown below in Figure 1, users can select 1) Web Search Results, 2) Family Facts, Research Tips, and Contact Other Researchers. Select the Web Search Results from the drop down menu item after selecting the Web Search Resources icon located under each ancestor. These features are available on FTM 2006 and later versions. Only the Web Search Results feature is available on FTM 2005 software. Earlier FTM software versions don’t have any of these Internet search features, but can be used independently with your Ancestry subscription or Library Edition as shown on the last page.
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Figure 1. Web Search Resources Menu Items

FTM has a great search engine for locating ancestors, sometimes even better than the subscription services. I use the FTM search engine besides Ancestry and GenSmarts search engine to locate hard to find ancestors.

After selecting the [A} search results as shown above, the software retrieves the results from Ancestry’s databases as shown in Figure 2 on the next page.
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Figure 2. Web Search Results Screen

The above window screen consists of three panels. The upper, main panel displays the records found in order of descending quality. The upper panel includes the star rating for each record (more about this later) as well as the individual's name, the database the record came from, and other information.

The lower left panel displays the specific data from the selected record that will be merged into your Family File if you choose to accept it. The lower right panel displays the data currently in your file for the selected individual.

Tip: Usually a five star rating is a positive match, whereas all others could be. One to three star matches are unlikely a match, but if you don’t have many matches, check on these results as spelling errors, location issues, or date issues could be incorrect. I’ve had this problem several times and found unlikely matches because of misspelling or incorrect dates or even wrong locations.

Users can change the default [1] ‘Quality’ setting to a lower amount of stars, then select [2] ‘Search’ button as shown by the numbered boxes shown above. Start with four or five stars and work down. This will narrow the results substantially.

You can also narrow the search results by selecting specific [3] Categories. Usually you can eliminate up to 85% of the results by selecting a specific category, ie, birth, marriage, or death records.

If the results are positive and match your relative, you can tag the highlighted result by marking them from a pull down menu as shown in [4] Tags. Select the down arrow to see the tag menu and select the correct tag. I recommend using this feature if there are too many lower quality stars at the beginning of the search results.

After you review the selected item in the box, select [5] ‘View Online’ to view the information and image regarding the information for that particular individual. Viewing online shows the information in a document of which you can view the document image (ie, census report). If it looks satisfactory, then I would recommend saving the image to your computer in a ‘Genealogy Documents’ folder by surname subfolders as mentioned in the morning class.

However, be careful not to [6] ‘Merge’ the information without thoroughly checking the information. In some cases, you may already have that item in your software. Merging can also be done for the limited source information. Users can select [6] ‘Merge to Others’ to save the database information to other individuals via the ‘Index of Individuals’ list listed in the People menu at the top.

Great Feature Alert: With the [7] ‘Edit’ icon (pencil graphic), users can add text notes directly to the General, Facts, or Notes sections for the individual, if you prefer not to merge any information, but still use the information.

FTM2006 & V16: Selecting ‘Family Facts’ in the same Web Search submenu gives you pertinent information on surnames origination and meanings. Selecting ‘Research Tips’ gives you additional information on other research tips in locating your ancestors. 

For users with earlier versions of FTM: Access Ancestry.com’s Learning Center page directly and select ‘Family Facts’ about your surname or ‘Ancestry Library’ for how to research articles.

FTM2006 & V16: Selecting ‘Contact Other Researchers’ allows users to contact other Ancestry members (possibly cousins), who are researching your ancestors via an internal message board. If any other researcher sees your message, they’ll contact you via email. I’ve used this feature successfully in finding other researchers and cousins. These web search services are auto linked to Ancestry’s Connection Services.

For users with earlier versions of FTM: You can access the same feature by accessing the Ancestry.com’s Home page directly, then select ‘Ancestry Community’ tab at top, then search for other researchers or distant cousins using the Message Boards by typing in the surname, or select Member Connections to find other possible researchers.

There are other message boards to access with Rootsweb.com and Genealogy.com for both surnames and locations.


EARLIER FTM VERSIONS

For earlier versions of FTM or other similar genealogy software: You can access any genealogy database and supply the ancestors name and dates. Most databases will allow you to save the information into your documents folder or memory stick. The ancestor results will be similar to the results shown above.

Thank you for attending!
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